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B&B in Dublin
3 nights, save 15%
THREE nights bed and breakfast at the 
three-star Mercer Hotel, Dublin, is from 
£354 per person, based on two sharing 
a double room and includes a 15 per 
cent hotel saving. 

This includes return flights with Aer 
Lingus from Birmingham to Dublin, 
departing February 4. The hotel is 
conveniently located near Merrion 
Square, St Patrick’s Cathedral and 
Dublin Castle. For reservations, visit 
www.expedia.co.uk or call 0871 226 
0808.

B&B in Florida 
7 nights, save £141pp
DEPARTING on February 6, Jetsave is 
offering one-week holidays at the 2*+ 
Continental Plaza Kissimmee, Florida 
for only £429 per person (based on two 
sharing) – a saving of 25 per cent 
(£141pp). Located within close 
proximity to Walt Disney World Resort, 
the motel offers a swimming pool and 
complimentary shuttle transfers to 
theme parks. The package includes 
seven nights’ B&B accommodation, 
return BA flights from London Gatwick 
and free Alamo car hire. Call Jetsave on 
0871 664 0294 www.jetsave.com

Radisson hotel in Jersey
3 nights, from £159
STAY three nights at the four-star 
Radisson Blu Water Front, Jersey, from 
just £159.

 Located in the heart of the marina 
this modern property exudes the 
luxurious Jersey lifestyle. Nestled along 
the promenade, this elegant hotel is 
found in an ideal location offering 
boutique shopping nearby, and easy 
access to the Island’s array of activities. 

Boasting spectacular views over the 
Elizabeth Marina, Castle and St Aubin’s 
Bay the hotel’s Waterfront Brasserie 
serves a combination of local and 
French cuisine. The onsite leisure suite 
features a swimming pool and gym 
area. To book, go to Jersey.com – 
Welcome to Jersey

Offer valid up until March 31 and 
includes travel by sea from Weymouth 
and free car hire. 

Luxury Dusseldorf 
4 nights, save 20%
FOUR nights room only at the four-star 
Linder Hotel Airport, Dusseldorf, is 
from £311 per person, based on two 
sharing a standard room and includes a 
20 per cent hotel saving. 

This includes return flights with flybe 
from Birmingham to Dusseldorf, 
departing February 3. The hotel is near 
the Esprit Arena. To reserve visit www.
expedia.co.uk or call 0871 226 0808.

Holiday 
Deals

British
Break
It was like watching a 

scene from one of 
those wonderful David 

attenborough wildlife 
documentaries. 

The 20-strong group of 
common seals were resting 
on a mud flat in the middle 

of Loch Fleet, a tidal basin 
in north-east Scotland.

Suddenly, they all took the 
plunge, swimming with the 
tide as it began to ebb 
towards the narrow, shallow 
mouth of the loch.

On reaching the channel, 
the seals spread out in for-
mation then worked as a 
team to catch fish struggling 
with the strong currents.

This two-hour show wasn’t 
the only wildlife spectacu-
lar my wife and I enjoyed on 
our break in the Sutherland 
region.

At the Falls of Shin, near 
Bonar Bridge, we watched 
open-mouthed as Atlantic 
salmon attempted the seem-
ingly impossible.

They leapt up waterfalls in 
a herculean effort to reach 
Loch Shin, their place of 
birth, where they would 
spawn the next generation.

And at Dunrobin Castle, 
which wouldn’t look out of 
place in France’s Loire Val-
ley, we caught one the twice-
daily falconry displays. But 
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Jumping
for joy

By Adrian Caffery

Leap of faith: A slamon takes off at Falls Of Shin.

Syncronised swimming: A female bottlenose dolphin with two young at her side play in the Moray Firth.

The chance to 
adopt a lion 
for 12 months
HEADWATER (01606 720199) is 
offering anyone who books a holiday 
with them to South Africa the chance 
to adopt Sinbad the lion for a year.

Sinbad is a six-year old lion who was 
rescued by the Born Free Foundation. 
Having spent the early years of his life 
in a cramped and rusty cage in a 
Romanian zoo, he now roams freely in 
a big cat sanctuary in South Africa.  

But Sinbad still needs on-going daily 
support so the company wants to 
offer any Headwater client booking a 
2010 South African holiday a chance to 
adopt him for 12 months. 

As part of the deal you receive a 
personalised adoption certificate, 
framed colour photo and twice yearly 
updates on his progress. 

ROMANTIC couples are being 
encouraged to follow in the footsteps 
of literary giant Sir Walter Scott and 
propose to their loved-one at the 
‘Popping-Stone’ in Hadrian’s Wall 
Country this Valentine’s Day. 

The ‘Popping-Stone’ is a group of 
three naturally rounded sandstone 
boulders located in the Irthing Gorge, 
near Gilsland in Cumbria, where Sir 
Walter Scott is said to have popped 
the question of marriage to his future 
wife, Margaret Carpenter, in 1797.   

It lies within the extensive grounds 
of the Gilsland Spa Hotel on the bank 
of the River Irthing between Cumbria 
and Northumberland, and is only a 
stone’s throw from Hadrian’s Wall.

In the footsteps 
of Sir Walter 

WITH the addition of two new 
stunning apartment resorts to its 
portfolio, 2010 will see self- catering 
specialists Keycamp offering holidays 
to Corsica for the first time.

Situated in La Balagne – the Garden 
of Corsica and one of its finest natural 
areas – the Golfe de Lozari apartment 
resort in Belgodère is perfectly located 
to take advantage of all that Corsica is 
famous for – namely its stunning 
beaches and dramatic scenery. 

Seven nights start from just £434 for 
a party of five.

Keycamp adds 
Corsican beauty

THE Vikings are coming! It’s no joke as 
the ski slopes of Ischgl in Austria’s 
Tirol are invaded by giant snow 
sculptures of Euro-favourite Vickie the 
Viking and her friends and enemies.

Ten pairs of skilled sculptors from all 
over the world took on the mighty 
task of crafting the cartoon characters 
from massive piles of snow in a five 
day challenge and their masterpieces 
now adorn the slopes to the delight of 
skiers and boarders.

This is the 17th annual Shapes in 
White contest and Vickie and co will 
linger on the slopes until the spring 
thaw signals their retreat in May.

For details go to www.ischgl.com

Viking invasions!

TravelEdited by Edward Stephens, 0121 234 5215 / edward.stephens@birminghammail.net

our most memorable expe-
rience was at Chanonry 
Point, probably the best 
place in the country for 
spotting Bottlenose dol-
phins.

Chanonry Pont is at the 
tip of Chanonry Ness, a 
spit of land extending one 
mile into the Moray Firth, 
on the Black Isle, north of 
Inverness.

The turbulent water here 
gets very deep very quickly, 
so much so that dolphins 
can be seen playing and 
fishing less than six metres 
away.

We watched a group of 
about 20 adults and calves 
leaping, flipping and twist-
ing as seagulls gathered 
overhead looking for 
scraps.

Dolphins make appear-
ances all year round but the 
chances of seeing them 
increase during the summer 
months when the salmon 
return.

Porpoise and seals can also 
be spotted at close quarters 
at Chanonry Point while otters 
are occasional visitors, too.

During our five-day wildlife-
watching holiday, we were based 
at Dornoch, an hour from Inver-
ness and very close to those seals 
at Loch Fleet. 

Dornoch has miles of golden 
beaches plus there’s fishing, 
shooting and quad biking on a 
nearby estate and a distillery just 

down the road. The town 
is best known for the 
Royal Dornoch Champi-
onship Golf Course, the 
third oldest in the world 
and still one of the 
best.

Another of Dornoch’s 
claims to fame relates to 
1727 when Janet Horne 
was found guilty of 
witchcraft and 

burned alive in a barrel 
of tar.

She was the last per-
son to be executed in 
this terrible way in 
Scotland and a stone 
in the garden of a ter-
raced house marks the 
spot.

We put our heads 
down at the atmos-
pheric Dornoch Castle 
Hotel, which has a 
rich history as a bish-
op’s palace, a jail, 
courthouse and 
school.

Just over the road 
from the town’s cathe-
dral, the hotel even 
has its own resident 
ghost – a sheep thief 
who was locked up in 
the castle and later 
hanged.

The restaurant over-
looks the gardens 
and serves up superb 
local produce – 
Highland venison, 
Aberdeen Angus 
beef and the finest 
Scottish seafood.

Head chef Mikael 
Helies demonstrates 
flair and imagina-
tion and the hotel 
has retained AA 
Rosette status for 

the past four years.
Family-run since 

2000, the hotel has 24 
ensuite bedrooms 

which are situated 
both within the 

oldest part of the castle and in 
the modern extension. 

One of the rooms boasts a hand-
carved, four-poster bed, open log 
fire, half panelling and a spa bath 
open to the 16ft beamed ceiling.

The hotel bar – formerly the 
Bishop’s Kitchen – has open stone 
walls, sumptuous leather arm-
chairs and an 11ft wide fireplace.

Cyclists attempting the Land’s 
End to John O’Groats challenge 
often spend their final night at 
the hotel (or first if they’re going 
north-south).

One morning, we had breakfast 
with Olympic gold medallist 
Chris Hoy, who was joining a 
team of cyclists on the last leg of 
their charity ride.

But it was fond memories of 
wildlife spotting, not celebrity 
spotting, that we brought home 
with us to the Midlands.

A five-night break at Dornoch  ■
Castle Hotel on a dinner, bed 
and breakfast basis costs from 
£199 per person. The hotel also 
has a £20.10 for 2010 promotion 
– stay a minimum of two nights 
in a standard room and pay only 
£22.10 per person per night, 
including breakfast (you must 
pay for dinner one night). For 
further details on Dornoch 
Castle Hotel call 01862 810216, 
email enquiries@dornoch 
castlehotel.com or click on 
www.dornochcastklehotel.com.

For flights from Birmingham  ■
to Inverness visit www.flybe.
com.
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Close encounters: Dolphins fish in the swirling waters just off Chanonry Point, near Inverness, giving lucky wildlife watchers an amazing free show. 

A wild
time in 
Scotland

On your bike: Dornoch Castle Hotel is a favourite with 

cyclists, including Olympic champion Chris Hoy (below).

GettingThere


