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New festival   
is oar-some
THE first ever Brindleyplace 
Family Festival will take place 
this summer and organisers 
are promising lots of fun.

The event will feature live 
music, street dance, football 
activities and a family trail 
around the area. And what’s 
more, it will be free!

The festival will centre 
around the 2018 Dragonboat 
Race on the canal in 
Brindleyplace, which always 
draws in hundreds of families.

And it’s all in aid of Cure 
Leukaemia.

Nathan Sanghera, 
marketing and events 
executive at Brindleyplace, 
said: “This year the 
Dragonboat Race will form 
part of a bigger event at 
Brindleyplace, our first Family 
Festival, so people will be able 
to cheer teams on by the canal 
and then enjoy all of the 
activities and entertainment 
we’ve got planned.”

Activities with Birmingham 
City FC will form part of the 
festival, which is taking place 
on Saturday, June 16.

Competitive corporates 
looking to take part in the 
Dragonboat Race should click 
on www.brindleyplace.com

WIN tickets 
to NEC event 
WITH a 60m long inflatable 
obstacle course to take on, a 
50-station Minecraft area to 
play in and a roller skating 
arena, Kidtropolis looks to be 
quite the day out this Easter.

The “UK’s biggest kids 
event” is coming to the NEC 
– with tickets for less than £10. 
Running from April 6 to 8, it’s 
three days of activities for kids 
aged between three and 12.

Parents are invited too, and 
there’ll be live shows and 
meet and greets with kids’ 
favourite characters. There’ll 
also be a live performance 
from CBeebies star Andy Day 
and his band The Odd Socks.

We’ve linked up with our 
ticket partners at The Ticket 
Factory to give away five sets 
of four tickets to the Friday 
and Sunday sessions.

To be in with a chance to 
win fill out the form on the 
Birmingham Live website 
before midnight tomorrow.

Click on www.
birminghammail.co.uk and 
search under ‘Family’ in the 
What’s On section. Here you 
can also read the competition 
terms and conditions.
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T
HERE are play villages... 
and then there are 
Kidzanias!

These miniature cities 
are built to Disneyland 

standards and can be found in Sau 
Paulo, Moscow, Dubai, Seoul, 
Bangkok, Cairo, Istanbul and now 
London.

In total there are 24 
Kidzanias around the world 
with another 13 in 
development, making it one 
of the fastest growing global 
learning and entertainment 
brands.

The London operation can 
be found within Westfield 
shopping centre, Shepherds 
Bush, where an extension will 
soon make it the largest retail 
development in Europe.

Through ultra-realistic 
role-play, children aged four 
to 14 get a fun insight into the 
adult world – and even get 
paid for carrying out most of the 
jobs.

I was invited to take my family 
along to see how it works.

You enter through a British 
Airways check-in area, where 
children are given a hairnet to wear 
under any hats or helmets, plus 50 
kidzos (the currency of Kidzania).

Security bracelets are also 
strapped to both adults and 
children, so that no child will be able 
to exit Kidzania without being 
matched to the adult present at 
arrival. 

Those aged seven and under must 
have an adult with them at all times, 
but older kids can enter on their 
own, allowing parents to go 
shopping after checking them in. 

Children get a whopping four 
hours in the city and can choose 
from around 60 occupations 
including doctor, dentist, police 
officer, hairdresser and journalist.

There’s a hotel, a bank, an art 
studio, a music academy, a 
university, an estate agents, a garage, 
a radio station, a theatre and even a 
large sporting arena.

Kidzania advises that children will 
complete an average of four to six 
activities, but even on a busy Sunday 
our seven-year-old daughter Cerys 
managed to do ten.

She became a firefighter and 
tackled a hotel blaze, she flew an 
aeroplane, she operated on a poorly 
dog and she cared for a true-to-life 
Luvabella doll in the maternity unit.

Then Cerys performed the safety 
briefing on a flight, she became a 
fashion designer, she worked in a 
supermarket and, best of all, made 
some Cadbury’s chocolate bars.

But it wasn’t all work, work, work. 
She also got to perform a Just Dance 
routine on a LED floor and climb up 
a building, floating back to terra 
firma.

Children get a real sense of 
independence because parents are 
banned from the work spaces. They 
can, however, look through the 

windows or follow them through the 
streets.

Whilst our three-year-old son 
Owen was too young to do any of the 
jobs there was just about enough to 
keep him busy while big sis was 
having the time of her life.

Under-fours can fly on the plane, 
shop in the supermarket, watch the 
Al Jazeera news, have their faces 
painted, join the ‘baby disco’ and 
hop on the city tour bus.

There is also a dedicated Early 
Years role play area, although this 
seemed to be more of an after-
thought compared to the care that 
had gone into building the rest of 
Kidzania.

At the end of the working day, 

Cerys found that rather than adding 
to her 50 kidzos she had just 35 left, 
which was only enough to buy a 
pencil in the shop. This was because 
she had taken part in many of the 
most popular (and highly skilled) 
activities, where she had to pay up 
front for her ‘training’.

So next time we go she’s intent on 
getting her hands dirty and doing 
the really high-paying jobs, such as 
window cleaning and hotel 
housekeeping.

●● Telephone and online prices: 
Adults (15+) from £15; children 4-14 
from £18 and 1-3 from £10; Under-1s 
free. Prices vary by date and time 
slot. Visit kidzania.co.uk or call           
0203 815 3934
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On-the-job training 
at city in miniature

Through ultra-realistic role 
play kids gets a fun insight 
into the adult world

Youngsters get a real sense of independence at Kidzania as parents are not allowed in the work spaces


